
Year 9 GCSE English 
Literature

Week beginning 29th June 2020



LO: 
To know what the term theme means with 
regard to literature.
To identify themes in Kamikaze by 
Beatrice Garland



What are Themes?

Theme can be found in poems, drama, or stories. 
Themes are ideas or points raised by a text or more 
specifically,the message or lesson, that the author 
wants you to learn from the story. 

The theme is not always directly stated by the 
author. 

Sometimes, as a reader, you will have to think about 
the events of the story to determine the theme. 



• What was the problem?

• How did the characters respond?

• How did the characters change in the story?

• What did the characters learn?

• What sticks with you, as the reader? 

When trying to determine the theme, ask 
yourself… 
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Stories, Plays and Poems can often 
have multiple themes.
• You need to think about the ideas or topics addressed in a 

text. These are usually one word ideas such as judgement, 
heroism, death, good vs evil etc.

• Some other common topics or ideas and the way they can be 
represented are:



The Topics/ideas in Kamikaze

• I am going to read the poem

• As I do, think of the topics or ideas 
that are included in the poem

• Private chat message me with what 
you think.



Kamikaze by Beatrice Garland



This is what I found?

• Duty
• Failure 
• Social conflict
• Soldiers
• Loss 
• Sadness
• Patriotism 

• Memory
• War 
• Courage 
• Inner turmoil
• Fear
• Nature’s power (sea)
• Pride



Now we know the topics or ideas we need 
to work out what we are supposed to learn 
or know from them

For example:

•Courage could mean being brave, doing the 
right thing or facing adversity.
•Honesty could mean always telling the truth, 
that being honest gives reward or that 
honesty is not a good thing!



Power and Conflict Poetry
Power  of Humans

Humans can abuse their 
power

But Human power is 
ultimately temporary

The power of Nature

Nature is presented as an 
enemy

Nature can have a 
powerful effect on 
humans.

The effects of conflict

Conflict affects the 
people who fight

And those who don't.

The reality of conflict

The horror of war can be 
described as it happens

Or after the event

Loss and Absence

Conflict can cause loss 
of people or places.

People without power 
can often feel hopeless.

Memories

Memories can have a 
haunting effect.

Memories can be described 
vividly.

Negative Emotions

Anger can be 
directed at society.

War can leave 
people feeling 
guilty.

People fear situations they 
cannot understand or 
control.

Too much pride can lead 
to arrogance.

Identity
Family identity is 
precious.

National identity 
has a powerful 
influence on 
people.
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Homework Task

You can do this work on a computer or write in on a piece of paper.

• Choose at least 3 of the key ideas of the poem and write 
about the themes they suggest.  Don’t forget to say why you 
think this is a theme – add evidence as a quote from the 
poem to prove your thoughts.

• Send your work or a photograph of it if you hand write it to 
Mrs Shaddock:

maryon.shaddock@grangepark.kent.sch.uk

mailto:maryon.shaddock@grangepark.kent.sch.uk


End of Lesson

• Have a good week everyone.  I will look forward to seeing 
your work and seeing all of you again next Wednesday. 


